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Where do strays
come from



Greece, with a population of around
11 million people, is home to an
estimated 2.8 million stray and
homeless dogs and cats (according
to the Mars End Pet Homelessness
Index, 2021). Every single one of these
stray animals was once someone’s
pet or are the descendants of pets
that were once owned. In very few
cases, pets were lost without proper
identification and couldn’t find their
way back. The vast majority of the
stray pets you see on the street were
sadly once abandoned. Once on the
street, without spaying or neutering,
these stray animals multiply.

Stray dogs in Greece are mostly the result of
abandonment, linked to overbreeding and a lack
of sterilization. Stray cats, on the other hand, are
frequently born on the streets, often to mothers
who are semi-cared for but not truly owned or
sterilized. Even so, their roots often trace back to a
moment when someone didn’t take that important
step to prevent future litters.

A big part of the challenge is that there are simply
more dogs and cats in Greece than there are
homes available to adopt them. While shelters and
foster homes do their best to help, the numbers are
overwhelming — housing millions of animals just
isn’t possible. No shelter will ever be big enough to
accommodate every stray dog and cat.

Responsible pet ownership
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This means that when a pet owner faces a tough
situation - like a move or financial hardship — it can
be incredibly difficult to find a safe place or new
home for their pet.

The long-term, sustainable path forward involves
reducing the number of new pets being born -
through (1) microchipping and registering every
owned petinto the National Pet Registry called
EMZS to avoid loss or abandonment, and (2)
neutering of every owned pet or alternatively giving
a DNA sample of that pet if neutering is not an
option for the owner due to conviction or illness.
DNA is now mandated by law. Sadly, the number
of available homes isn’t likely going to increase, so
we need to reduce the “production of new strays”.

At the heart of the solution is responsible pet ownership — something that can be encouraged, taught,
and enforced. We need everybody to be part of the solution to microchip and register, neuter or

alternatively give DNA.

Together, these steps can create a better future for pets, their owners, and
communities across Greece.




